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“Roads

lc -Gomeral: A% present a e jor part

of' Sinkiang“s roads have only a sand surf‘aga “
Vhere the sand is firm i% does not

present great difficulty to wvehicles, but” .
vhere. the sand is soft, passage to ordinary cars and trucks is diffieult or jihe %"

posgible. In most places the uge of sutomobliles is impracticebia,
» iers and 6x6 truoks mre mush more suitable,
d_to travel in Sinkiang then dmerican truc

Jeeps, weapons
Soviet-built trucks are better

ks because the Soviet trucks are

/ ucks because they are more femiliar
Onsand roads 15 or 20 miles psr howr is frequently the maximum ettain-
sdo " Because of the sxtreme winter cold -and the absence of anti-freeze;
0 ennines are a serious problem. On the Sufu (¥ashgar Kona Shahr {75-58,39-29).
y o {Korin) (85-55,41=L5) ‘road, for instancé, en engine can froeze in 15 ‘
nutes in the winter time. . For this reason trucks are often driven 2l hours
8y, or during halts the engines are kept ldling. - Viater is so scarce throughout

h of Sipkisng that sufficient water, as wall a5 gasoline and food, must be

ried to last for the entire tripa

Lanchon (103=41,36=03 }~-Hani (Kuwral ) (93-27,42<18): Thers is a good road betwsen

- Lanchou &nd isinghsinghsia (95-09, L1248}, 250 kilometers a day can easily be -

Ly covered. kvery 200 kilomstersthore are inns and good accomuedibions, There are,

. eating placea at Hami and Anhsi (95<57,40-32) but not ut isinghsinghsia, “The roud
from Heinghsinghsia to Hemi is acrogs a desert, - S n

Hamie=Pihus {Urumehi ) (87=35,L3-L8): The northern rosd from Hami to Tushihttoy
H(91=00.l315) is finished only about as far ug Barkol (Chenhsi)(9255,1,3-36)., .

=degert road from Toghuchea -(Sanpu)(%.‘m‘jogh}woo) to Chik Tam (90-37,43-00)
% T tWo 8gos - 48 there are no inns along this road,most trucks Zn
£o_ the north, through Ch'ichiaoching (91-36,43-28)s The rosd betwesn
Z &nd Chik Tam is bad and mountainous., The northern road from ,
5 to, Tihua, via Chii=-t'aj- (89-28,L4-01), is passable except in'winter, .
g, impracticel because of snow. From Ch'ichiaoching to Ch'i=t*si the roaq ¥
11ly. . The southern roud Fros Sh¥ichivochin: fa Tihug, wia Teuiafun :

w5 ) 5 is boiker thun bhy nog ororonrd; but ik eviresslv bol

rmly b in
Feng ot the ed e of o depreassion, the tenporature oze yy
» : - i » i .
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igh as 130°F }nvﬁ.ntér timo the short roud from Tulufan t§ Ttok?chsiin

(Toksun) (GU=29,02=17) freezes at nizht and melts dwring the dey, bogging trucks.

A yeur or two ago am alternute, hard, viater-free road¢ was bullt to the south,

‘ wonnecting these towns. ‘the road fram Prokvohslin to Tihua has o hard sand surfacdo

el Tihu&a%ninG,(Kuldja)(81«1L9h3«55)~evﬁuhé " Tnis rouad is-sonetimes known as the
T, ¢ cinternational dighway. 1t is « macadamized roudo 305 of the bridyes elong this
=7t roud are conerete., The rest are wooden, liable to beiny wushed out by the

' . mountain streams. The wooden bridjzes must be repaired or replaced overy two or
three vearss io repdir work has been done on this road in three years-

Thusu (Ble37.l4ieRT )T achteng (82-57,L6-15):  This is & hard sand road. "Terrible
" are encountered in the mountuins. ,

§6-33)anCh tenghun (88207 ,L7-52): This is & hard sund rouds The trip
Ch'enghua roquires two or three duys.

iut?ais' Prupar1y speakin:,'no‘road exists beltween thosé two Lowus,
“the desert sand is so firm thut the route is traversuble excepl in winber,
ow renders it inmpossible. :

okiohslne=Sufu (Kashgar Koha Shahr): From Pookiohslin to Yenoh'i {Kara Shahr)
(86~19,1i2-0l1) the road goes through swampy country. Tais roud is diffieult for
trucks to oass in the spring (Fay to June) becuuse of the mude The rest of the
ear the rosd is passuble. From Yench?i to X'wrhlo the road has & hard gend
ac6, The trip. from Kiuerhlo to akiosu (ak Hu Yangi Shuhr ) {79-56,11-08),
' ordinarily roguires four days, stops haing rade at lantfal (Bugur
‘Kouohve (Kucha)(82~bllil-li3) and Faichfeng (02-00, 11l ) < :
SGitRern rohd from Akfosu teo. Sufu, vis Pachty (Lural Bashi)

» " Uife northern rosd, via Chong Qara (76-57,40-09),
iz comparatively hilly, vehicles cun make
“once s prom Sufu to - Tihua in twelve days.

TS Ere §peHt in meking this tripe ' '

‘west from Sufu,tivaush Irkeshtem (75-53,59=40), has & hard '
‘Uther rouds from Sufu to the USSR ure '

Pachdu-=Ynherhehiung (Yarkund) (77-20,30<85): The direct route from Pachin
to Yeherhch'iang wus termed Yno rowd” by source.
Sutus«Chigelik(B88-15~59-30): There is a grave) road from Sufu through feher’=
e¢h¥%ony to Khotan {Hotien) (79-56,37«07) ¢ The Knotan=-Yiltien (Keriva) (8142,
26=52) road is u sandy or "jeep road”s The road from Ytien to Chigelil is 8
myle road.. At present il is impussable to vehicles but is heing lmproved. .
he streteh from Chtiehmo (Charchan Tazar ){89~32,38=08) to Chigelik will have
“surfrce.  There is & minor road or trail from vitimn to Chiishmo along
1ins. Lo the souths R ' : o
-K'uerhlo: Two end & helf days are required to cover this route. The
uilt receéntly; it consisty of & roadbed of brush with sand over it.
ﬁhé\ﬁisadvantage_qf shifting sands in the vicinity end its lisbility =
ed. There are two small wooden bridges built of blue poplar {match-
6pd ), with o capacity of two or three tons, . These bridges can be expsoted to lest
gt mo or. threa years snd may heve to be replaced avery year.

Chigalik-~Anhsi: The "road” from Chigelik to the Kansu vorder, indicated on the

13,
"+ Petiomal Geographio map of China, does not exist, but s gravel road from Chigelik -
'.to’Anhsi,vrunning neer tha Altyn Tagh range, wes built lest ysar. '
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3., 1ning is connected wifh Akofsu by a very difficult muk road throush
2 Art Dawan (Nuzart Puss)(80-34,0,2-23), The truils into India are
1t evon by mule back. C i

B LA AT ' . .
ew Road Construcstion - . .f
R e el : R o : :
roud betwesen ((_:hi’gelik and X¥uerhlo, and the construction in progress be-
YUtien and Chigelik, are strategiocully necessary becsuse, it the roud vere
) ierblo{and Akcvosu, or further south, the whole of Southern Sinkiang
olated o

‘ (102=19,36=37 )~mChizeliks ~The route to Haml, through the Hansu corridor,
8. serable to Nongol attuck, and raids huve occurred. 1f this corridor. were
out, all of Sinkiang would be isoluted.. For this resson a soubhern road is being
built from Hsining, in Chinzhai, westward and across the Altyn Tagh to Chigelik.
890 kilometera of this roud have been completed and L0O kilomebers remaiu to be

o constructed.. The road will bte finished sometime this vear. )

17 A reconnaissance party wus sent across the Takla vaian Desert to determine whether
= & cross=desert road from 'uchie to the south was feasible. 1% was found that
. this was impdssible because of too much shifting sand. '

l<‘» ) . ‘ X N s : )
" Road Buildings laterials v
B SN “ v . ’ :
Road _construction in Sinkimns is handicapped by lack of wmaterisls. The biush
usqdf:’gn the construction of thes Chigelik--Xiuerhlo roud srows in the .vieinity.

at the foot of the Tien Shan %o the north, Febbles found at Khotan vere used in
-surfacing some of the southsrn roadso v - '

R '
-

-

Truck Transportation

‘_"19? — in Sinkdang u flest of about 200 truvks wors in opersbicn
00 hauling zoods and pussengers. It ls not known whether the trueks are still io .

<, h
‘T useo

N

~Alr Trensportation

4

20. The prineipal airfields ure those used by the fino-Soviet alsline, at Buaiting (131)

 (B0-hOl07), Tihue wnd JEmi. The £1ight. from Lanchou to Tihua Femuires six :
hours. ' Thers are au number of small uirfields in the south, as at Ehoban, Yolwrhe
“chfiang and akfosue These aenerdlly have no proper installations and are suitable
-only for such small eraft as reconnaissunce planes. The flat nature of wuch of

- Sinkisng lends itself well to airplane landings. & four-motored airplane safely
-\'m‘d‘e»a forced landing a$ Yench®i. There are g number of small pirfields in the

5SR near tkge Sinkisng borders TR

7 ’
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21, Tele hone calls can be nade from Lanohou to Tibua and from Tihua to Kiuerhlo.
¥ merly the line oxtended to Sufu, but "bandits” have cat it dovw and burped

C

! AS throughout much of Sinkiung, there were no tress jn Lhe area, the nearest ones being

Y
Ja
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